
More, Less, Equal 
 

     

Student Probe  
Which is more:  5 or 2? 
Which is less:  6 or 10? 
Is 9 equal to 9? 
 

Lesson Description 
This lesson is intended to help students develop an 
understanding of the terms more, less, and equal. 
 

Rationale  
In order for students to give meaning to mathematical 
situations, they must have a firm foundation with 
relationships between quantities and use of the terms 
more, less, and equal.  When students make sense of 
quantities and their relationships, they will be successful 
in problem situations. 

 
Preparation 

Use concrete objects placed in sets and compare as 
more, less, and equal. 
Use a pan balance to compare more, less, and equal. 

 
 
 

At a Glance 
What:  What does more, less, and equal 
mean? 
Common Core State Standard: 
CC.1.NBT.3 Compare two two-digit 
numbers based on meanings of the tens 
and ones digits, recording the results of 
comparisons with the symbols >, =, and 
<. 
Mathematical Practices:  
Look for and express regularity in 
repeated reasoning. 
Make sense of problems and persevere 
in solving them. 
Who:  Students who don’t understand 
the meaning of more, less and equal. 
Grade Level:  First Grade 
Prerequisite Vocabulary:  set, number 
words 
Prerequisite Skills:  Direct model 
quantities of numbers 
Delivery Format:  Individual or small 
group 
Lesson Length:  10-15 minutes 
Materials, Resources, Technology:  
linking cubes, pan balance 
Student Worksheets:  Sets of numbers 
to compare (teacher made) 



Lesson 
 

The teacher says or does… Expect students to say or do… If students do not, then the 
teacher says or does…  

1. Which number is more: 
5 or 2? 

Five is more. Use cubes to show 5.  Now 
use cubes to show 2. 
Which set has more, 5 or 2?  5 
Put your set of five on the left 
side of this pan balance and 
put your set of two on the 
right side.   What happened to 
the pan balance?  The left side 
went down and the right side 
went up. 
This means that 5 is more 
than 2. 

2. Which number is less:  
10 or 6? 

Six is less than 10. Use cubes to show 10.  Now 
use cubes to show 6. 
Which set has less, 10 or 6?  6 
Put your set of ten on the left 
side of this pan balance and 
put your set of six on the right 
side.  What happened to the 
pan balance?  The left side 
went down and the right side 
went up. 
This means that 6 is less than 
10. 

3. Is 9 equal to 9? Yes, 9 equals 9. Use cubes to make a set of 9.  
Now make another set of 9.  
Are these sets the same or 
equal?  Yes. 
Put your first set of 9 on the 
left side of the pan balance. 
Now put your second set of 9 
cubes on the right side of the 
pan balance.  What happened 
to the pan balance? 
It is even.  It is the same on 
both sides.  Neither side went 
up or down.  This means that 
nine is equal to nine.  Nine is 
the same as nine. 

 



Teacher Notes 
None 
 

Variations 
Which is more?  4 or 10, 12 or 10, 5 or 9, 15 or 18 
 
Which is less?  7 or 10, 5 or 3, 13 or 11, 17 or 13 
 
Are these equal?  11 and 11, 6 and 4, 12 and 12, 14 and 14 
 

Formative Assessment  

Students will compare numbers orally or in writing. 
Students will make a sentence using the word “more” when they compare two numbers. 
Student will make a sentence using the word “less” when they compare two numbers. 
Students will make a sentence using the word “equal” when they compare two numbers. 
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